
 
 

 
“Excellence Through Performance” 
 
Dear Desert Vista Families, 
 
We are in full swing of the school year 2018-2019 and what an amazing start we have had!  Our 
senior leadership, along with Student Council, Thunder Strong and other clubs, has been 
instrumental in setting a positive and inclusive culture at Desert Vista.  We strive to provide an 
optimal environment for all students every day.  Please open up dialogue with your son and/or 
daughter and find out how they are contributing to our goal of a daily positive culture for all 
students, staff and community.  It takes each and every one of us to do our part in creating and 
maintaining such a culture. I ask that you, as parents and/or guardians, take part as well by 
modeling and having conversations with your child.  I thank you for your partnership, and 
because of you Desert Vista is an amazing educational institution for our students.  Please know 
how much we appreciate you! 
 
We are fast approaching the end of the first quarter, so we ask that you please check 
ParentVue with your child to review their assignments and grades, and encourage your child to 
visit with their teacher if they have any questions and/or they are wanting additional 
assistance.  

September is Teen Suicide Prevention Month and we have provided intentional information to 
both our staff and students.  Yesterday afternoon, during our Staff Development half day, our 
staff participated in a Teen Prevention Suicide training that provided meaningful information to 
assist us with the social and emotional well-being of our students.  Today in Thunder Hour we 
handed out Teen Lifeline stickers to all of our students for them to place on the back of their ID.  
We also showed them a video and the groups Teen Lifeline, Not My Kid, GLSEN, ThunderStrong 
and Frontera-Empact were here during the lunches to answer questions and provide materials 
for both students and staff.  We, as staff members, are committed to providing a place where 
students can excel in academics, extra-curricular activities, and behaviorally, socially and 
emotionally.  We will continue to work hard each day in assisting our students in reaching their 
optimal potential.  I ask that you partner with us for the sake of all teenagers and children 
within our community and attend the parent workshops that our district has coordinated for all 
TUHSD families.  Please click here to see details of the upcoming September 24th “Suicide 
Warning Signs and Responses” and October 23rd “Why Do They Do That?” parent workshops.   

As we ‘hustle and bustle’ to and from Desert Vista, I ask that you take a few minutes to talk 
with your teen driver about driving safely, and as well if you are dropping off and picking up.  
 



 
 

Traffic & Pedestrian Safety 
Friendly reminders from the Phoenix Police Department: 

• Students: Please drive carefully in the student parking lot and within our community.   
• Students: Remember to cross streets safely, by using the cross walk where provided, or 

by looking both directions for cars.   
• Parents: We ask that you do not stop in the posted "No Stopping" areas on Liberty 

Lane or on 32nd Street in front of school. This is extremely dangerous. Please take a 
few extra minutes for the safety for your child and others. 

 
 
Thank you for partnering with us every day and I look forward to another amazing school year!! 
 
GO THUNDER! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
VANISH THE VAPE CAMPAIGN  
The Tempe Union High School District has launched its own effort to curb vaping by high school 
students. The district rolled out their own campaign, “Vanish the Vape” with the hope of 
educating students and families on the consequences and dangers of vaping. Communication 
efforts include presentations to students, posters on campus, social media posts, and videos. 

 
September 12, 2018 – Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced a series of 
critical and historic enforcement actions related to the sale and marketing of e-cigarettes to 
kids. In the largest coordinated enforcement effort in the FDA’s history, the agency issued more 
than 1,300 warning letters and civil money penalty complaints (fines) to retailers who illegally 
sold JUUL and other e-cigarette products to minors during a nationwide, undercover blitz of 
brick-and-mortar and online stores this summer. (Link to FDA News Release) 
  
The FDA now believes that youth use of e-cigarettes is reaching epidemic proportions. This 
belief is based on not just the results of the agency’s enforcement actions, but also recent sales 
trends, news coverage, increased concerns among kids, parents and educators, as well as 
preliminary data that will be finalized and released in the coming months. This use by children 



 
 

and teens is especially concerning to the FDA because the developing adolescent brain is 
particularly vulnerable to nicotine addiction. 
  
According to the US Food and Drug Administration, over the past several years, e-cigarettes 
were the most commonly used tobacco product by youth. In fact, more than 2 million middle 
and high school students were current users of e-cigarettes in 2017. 

 

 



 
 

2018 National Merit Scholarship Program Semifinalists 
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) announced the names of approximately 
16,000 Semifinalists in the 63rd annual National Merit Scholarship Program. These academically 
talented high school seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for some 7,500 
National Merit Scholarships worth more than $32 million that will be offered next spring. To be 
considered for a Merit Scholarship award, Semifinalist must fulfill several requirements to 
advance to the Finalist level of the competition. About 90 percent of the Semifinalists are 
expected to attain Finalist standing, and about half of the Finalists will win a National Merit 
Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar title. 
Desert Vista High School is proud to recognize the following students as 2018 National Merit 
Scholarship Semifinalists!  Please join me in congratulating the following students: 
 

Emily Carney   Alexander Hawkins 
Naomi Chao   Kiahra Jones 
Aditi Chaudhari  Alex Lin 
Iris Cheng   Michael Liu 
Julie Fan   Ruisheng “Richard” Zhouren 
Sana Gill 

 
Upcoming Events: 

• PSAT Testing: Wednesday, October 24th during the school day  
 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities: 
Click here for the Desert Vista Activities Calendar. 
 
William E. Richardson Program of Distinction Award 2017-2018 
Please join me in congratulating Dr. Darlene Wedington-Clark and the Desert Vista Orchestras 
for being named the William E. Richardson Program of Distinction for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  This is the 6th consecutive year for them to receive this prestigious award.  To qualify for 
this award, a program must meet the following criteria:   

•  A superior rating by at least one ensemble from the school must be achieved in each area: 
•  Fall Orchestra Festival 
•  Area Concert Festival 
•  State Concert Festival 
•  The program must have participation in the AMEA Solo & Ensemble Competition. 

Congratulations to Dr. Wedington-Clark and the Desert Vista Orchestra students!  Go 
THUNDER!! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
DV Band 
This past Memorial Day weekend, the Wind Ensemble and Advanced Percussion of Desert Vista 
HS traveled to New York City.  On Tuesday, May 29th these top ensembles from the Desert 
Vista Band Program represented TUHSD and the State of Arizona in a “solo spotlight 
performance” on the prestigious stage of Carnegie Hall.  This is a rare and unique honor for a 
high school ensemble to be performing on the main program of an evening concert at Carnegie 
Hall.  Please join me in congratulating Josh Thye, Band Instructor, Vicente Lopez, Percussion 
Instructor, the Wind Ensemble and Advanced Percussion for this prestigious honor.   
Congratulations, everyone!! 
 
Go THUNDER!! 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

                          
 
 



 
 

Athletics:   
Click here for Desert Vista’s Fall Athletic Calendar. 
 
 
Badminton 
On Tuesday, September 11th, the Badminton team took on Skyline at home, and the match 
ended with a nail-biter doubles. Amy and Julie Fan pulled off the win for both themselves, and 
the team in a very strategically fought match. The JV team pulled off a 7-2 win, very well done! 
The team traveled to Hamilton on Thursday, and while we were not as successful, with a 4-5 
loss, the team played very well, and had some great individual successes. Many of the matches 
went to splits, and the girls stayed in their matches all the way to the end. JV pulled off a 8-1 
win over the Huskies, nice job ladies! The team is currently 4-3 overall, and 1-0 in region. The 
Lady thunder Badminton team takes on Red Mountain at home on Wednesday, and Liberty also 
at home on Thursday next week.  Go THUNDER!!  
 
Swim/Dive 
Congratulations to both Men and Women Swim & Dive!!  Here are the results from last 
Thursday’s meet: 

Women:              Desert Vista 110               Perry High School 75 

Men:                     Desert Vista 78                  Perry High School 98 

Last Saturday, both teams participated in the 20th annual Chandler Wolves Invitational.  Terrific 
effort across the board with multiple season / life-time / state qualifying times and dives!  

Women: 6th out of 27 teams that scored. 

Men:  12th out 32 teams that scored. 

Please click here for detailed results.  Go THUNDER!! 

 
JV Football 
On Thursday, September 13th, the JV team got back on track beating North 42-0.  The offense 
opened the game with a 45 yard touchdown run by Troy Allen and later in the game he scored 
another touchdown with a 44 yard run.  Trevor Kahrs, Mason Hickel and Tyson Hardaway 
caught touchdown passes from Adam Buckman.  Xander Frnaquero scored the final touchdown 
on a 10 yard run.  Defensively, the team earned a shutout.  Defensively, the team held the 
Mustangs to 125 yards of total offense.  Way to go Thunder!! 
 
 
 



 
 

Boys Cross Country 
The Thunder Boys began their second meet of the season by traveling to Tucson for the Desert 
Solstice Cross Country Invitational, a meet that is ran mostly at night.  
 
The race itself was located at a golf course in Tucson, Arizona. This provided the runners with 
benefits of soft grass on which to run. However, the course had many dips and was prone to 
getting dusty at the beginning. Nonetheless, the boys were bound to have another successful 
meet. 
 
Despite the tough weather conditions, the promising DVCC Freshmen boys lead themselves to 
another shutout in the desert. Leading them was Noah Jodon (18:24) winning the race. Not far 
behind him was Ryan Hoyt (18:26) in second place, Ethan Bukowski (18:28) in third, Gabe 
Parham (18:34) in fourth, and finally Jonathan Estrada (18:39) in fifth to complete the shutout. 
These Thunder freshmen seem to be on their way to big things! 
 
The Thunder Sophomores saw similar success in their race, which still occurred in the heat of 
the evening. Leading them was former marching band musician Jacob Cardon (18:54) finishing 
5th. Trailing behind him for the Thunder was transfer Makay Blackburn (19:00) in 10th, Conor 
Donihi (19:15) in 13th, Noah Patch (19:25) in 16th, and Chris Broze (19:26) rounding them off in 
19th place.  
  
Next up were the Desert Vista Juniors in one of the first races to happen after the sun was 
down, which gave them an advantage over the previous races that evening. All boys managed 
to finish strong and place within the top ten. Nicolo Perciballi (17:59) used that night advantage 
to finish 3rd for the Thunder Juniors. Holding up the back were Noah Werbelow (18:07) in 5th, 
Demetrius Love (18:11) in 6th, Nick Basha (18:13) in 7th, and Mays Jones (18:25) finishing 9th 
for the juniors. 
 
Last up were the senior runners for Desert Vista. These boys were looking forward to their last 
rodeo in Tucson and all of them finished strong under the lights. In the front were a couple of 
seniors recovering from recent injuries: Will Strickland (18:13) in 4th and Ceth Reeves (18:28) in 
9th. Closing for them was co-captain Marshall Smith (18:47) in 15th, former wrestler Micah 
Simpson (18:56) in 19th, and finally Morgan Higginbotham (19:48) in 37th. 
 
The scoring format used for the meet added up the finishing position of the top runner for each 
school in each class race (FR/SO/JR/SR). At the end of the night the Desert Vista Cross Country 
team posted a score of 13 points and took home the 1st-place overall trophy in the 2018 Desert 
Solstice Invitational. High Fives were exchanged, and smiles were all over the place as the 
Thunder came for what they wanted. Hopefully this won’t be the last Solstice victory. 
 
A huge thank you to the parents, coaches, and staff involved in the managing of this meet! 
None of it would be done without you guys! 
 



 
 

Join the Thunder as they travel to another state to take on their toughest meet yet at the 
Woodbridge Invitational in California. 
 
 
 
Written by Senior, Marshall Smith 
The Desert Vista Cross Country team traveled to the 2018 Woodbridge Cross Country 
Invitational for one of their most competitive meets of the season. For many on the team this is 
their only time to go out of state for a meet. Also this will be the first time many of Thunder’s 
Varsity runners will compete in a featured race.  
 
The course consisted of a grassy terrain with some dirt and asphalt but had no hills which 
created a perfect course for personal records. Also Woodbridge is not the average 5k high 
school race with it only being 3 miles so the overall times are on average 30- 40 seconds faster 
than a regular 5k. The weather was also in the favor of racing with it only being in the mid 70’s 
for most of the races.  
 
The Freshman were the first to get off the bus to race with a competitive competition. They 
recently lost one of their runners, Ryan Hoyt, due to a toe injury. Despite this the boys went 
onto compete.  Noah Jodon was first in 6th place overall (16:46), followed closely by Nolan 
Billeter (16:56), Ethan Bukowski (16:57), Johnathan Estrada (17:06), and Will Perciballi (17:19) 
to make up the scoring five that took first place overall! 
 
Next up was the Sophomores with a close 2nd place finish with only Great Oak, a nationally 
recognized running team, beating them. First for the Thunder was Chris Broze (16:55) in 29th 
and Jacob Cardon (16:57) not far behind. Following was Makay Blackburn (17:02), Vade Pierce 
(17:06) and Noah Patch rounding it off in 56th (17:24). 
 
Not far off the Sunset was the Junior Race for the Thunder Boys with a convincing 64 Point 
finish for 1st place. Leading the charge was Nicolo Perciballi (16:26) in 10th and Noah 
Werbelow (16:27) behind him. Next up was Demetrius Love (16:29), Nick Basha (16:53) and 
Mays Jones (16:58). Next year looks promising with these boys finishing on top! 
 
Last in the class races was the Thunder’s most experienced men with almost 4 years of training, 
the Senior race. In the front was Co-Captain Marshall Smith (16:48) in 23rd place and Ceth 
Reeves (16:48.5) rounding off that close finish in 25th. Holding up the back was Micah Simpson 
(17:12) and Nathan Hess (17:59) with his breakout season. Finally in 81st was Morgan 
Higginbotham (18:12). With these scores the Thunder managed a tight 7th place finish in the 
competitive Senior category. 
 
Last but not least, was the Sweepstakes race which is the most featured and exclusive race at 
Woodbridge. This race has most of the finishers with under 5 minutes a mile for the race which 
is rare in young men. Just like with Thunder’s top finisher, Lee Nasewytewa (14:25), breaking 
the School record previously held by Reece Donihi of 14:28. Next up for the Thunder was Travis 



 
 

Kearney (15:02), Sammy Van Alstine (15:25), Pierre Cuyue (15:52) and finally Sophomore 
Martin Fuller (15:52). This was enough to notch 23rd place in one of the Nation’s most 
prestigious races. 
 
There was an outstanding amount of sportsmanship and enthusiasm out there from all the 
teams that participated. Cross Country is a sport that has reached out to many and has brought 
every team from Utah to Arizona together which is an awesome sight to see. Another big thank 
you to all the Coaches and Staff that made this meet possible to attend for young men to grow 
in their running and character!! 
 
Join the Thunder next week when they go to the Doug Conley Invitational. 
 
Go THUNDER!! 
 
Lacrosse 
Attention all potential Boys Lacrosse players - our first "Fall Practice" and all-parent meeting 
will take place on Tues. September 25th at Will Nolan Field at Vista Canyon Park.  Practice starts 
at 4PM and the parent meeting will be at 6PM.  Any new and interested students are welcome 
to attend, and some loaner equipment will be available for new players. All returning parents 
are encouraged to come to hear about fall operations and expectations!   
 
Staff Recognition: 
 
Amanda Cogswell, English Instructor 
Please join me in congratulating Amanda Cogswell for being recognized by a former student for 
making a positive impact on his life.  Please click here to view the Pac12 video.    
 
 

 



 
 

ATTENTION Students: 

Need to reset Canvas or StudentVUE? The Library can help.  

Naviance - Transcripts 

Log into Naviance and view this presentation to understand how to request transcripts, find 
your GPA, Class Rank, and manage your college applications. 

NCAA: Add NCAA as a college in Naviance and request a transcript be sent. 

Have a different transcript question? Contact Sheila Thomas at sthomas@tempeunion.org 
 
NHS Applications and Information: Contact Anna Shigley: ashigley@tempeunion.org 
 
Rio Salado Information 
Dual Enrollment steps for getting admitted 
Dual Enrollment Important Dates 
DV - Rio Salado Course LIst with all of the Section ID Numbers 
Placement Testing Information for the Accuplacer/Writeplacer 
 
Still need help? DualEnrollment@riosalado.edu  

 
 
 
College and University Information: 
 
MANAGE COLLEGE/TRANSCRIPT/SCHOLARSHIP 
INFORMATION 
Naviance is DV’s online tool for searching for colleges, sending 
transcripts, and looking for scholarships. 
 
Students Log in to Naviance Family Connection (DV Website> Student>Naviance) 



 
 

 
USERNAME:  S196xxxxx@stu.tempeunion.org 
 
PASSWORD: The password that was created when you set up the account, 
possibly the same as computer password 
 
If you don’t know the password, click FORGOT YOUR PASSWORD, an email 
will be sent to the school email address with a new temporary password. 
 
View this presentation to see how to navigate some of the important features in 
Naviance. 
 

 
 

College Visit Information 
DV currently has over 30 college/university visits scheduled and is adding more daily. To view 
the calendar visit https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-
Calendar#calendar4106/20180817/month.  To attend evening visits on- and off-campus, 
register at the link above.  To attend a college rep visit at DV, students access college visits in 
Naviance and shown below.  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Parent Resources:  
 
Here are a few links to resources and an article for parents and students regarding substance 
abuse that our Social and Emotional Coach, Ciera Davis, received at our Governor's Office 
Quarterly Meeting: 
 
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2018-01-24/3-things-i-wish-parents-
and-teens-knew-about-pot 
 
https://www.samhsa.gov/underage-drinking 
 
http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/content/addiction/ 
 

September 4, 2018 

Tempe Union Families: 

As a district, we know that raising health, happy and successful adults is a team effort. 

We appreciate all you do to remain a positive influence in your child’s life and we are committed 
to finding opportunities to support you, as well as your student. 

In partnership with local and national experts, we will be hosting events throughout the year 
that are free and open to all Tempe Union families and our community. Below are upcoming 
events in September. You can also find more information at www.tempeunion.org.  

Click on the links for times and locations: 

September 24 – Parent Workshop: “Suicide Warning Signs and Responses” 

September 26 – Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) Parent-Student Advocate 
Night 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Project Rewind with NotMyKid    
Raising teenagers can bring much joy as well as many challenges.  In partnership with 
NotMyKid, we are working to be proactive in providing information to our students and parents 
to assist in maneuvering the teenage years successfully.  Below you will find some information 
in regards to Project Rewind, an early intervention solution for adolescents.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Additional Information: 
 
Desert Vista Cafeteria Information  
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.  
1.  There is a point of sale system for Food Service.  It is user friendly and very innovative.  Even 
if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve. 
2.  Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted 
directly into our system import. 
3.  We have an online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage 
their student/s accounts.  It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can 
be made into accounts for less of a service charge. 
4.  All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website. 
 
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website. 
 
***Please note: On Friday, September 7th, any student who had free or reduced lunch during 
the 2017-2018 school year will turn into a paying student if they do not have a current 2018-
19 application processed that has been processed through the Food & Nutrition Office. ***  
Click here for the online application.  
  
 
 
Off Campus Parking – Vista Canyon Park and Lakewood 
The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation has requested DVHS students not park in the small lot 
at Vista Canyon Park (aka DV Park) at 16020 South 30th Street during school hours due to 
concerns by residents there are no available parking spaces.   
 
Students who park in the Lakewood neighborhood east of Desert Vista on 33rd Street north of 
Liberty Lane (near the community pool) are requested to leave enough space for the trash and 
recycle garbage cans to be put out on Tuesdays, per the HOA Property Manager.  Also, you 
need to be considerate of the home owners and not block their driveways, parking a fair 
distance away from homes.  We ask students to be respectful at all times by word and action.  
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, 
their property and public access to the park.  Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving 
responsibly, and not leaving any trash behind to help keep our community clean and safe.  
 
 
Skateboards and Bicycle Racks  
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bikes or skateboards.  We 
ask that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their 
skateboard around during school hours.  We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.  



 
 

Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we 
support their mode of transportation, but need to adhere to the lock up and safety procedures. 
 
 
No Hoverboards on Campus 
The use of hoverboards - two-wheeled, self-balancing electric scooters – has recently risen in 
popularity.  Unfortunately, there are hazards associated with these devices, including fires, 
property damage, and injuries to riders and pedestrians.  With student and staff safety in mind, 
hoverboards may not be used, stored or charged on our campus. 
 

 
 
 

Tempe Stylz          
Open 8:30am-11:30am at 500 West Guadalupe Road in Tempe.  Find clothes, shoes, personal 
care items, accessories and more!  You will need to show your student ID or have proof of 
Tempe residency.   
 
 
Site Base Council Thunder Community Excellence Award Nominations 
Each quarter, the Site Base Council accepts nominations to recognize the outstanding 
contributions of a teacher, a classified staff member, a student, and a parent or member of the 
community.  Please click here to access the nomination form and submit your nomination to 
Ms. Shawna Thue. 
 
 
 
Desert Vista Staff Appreciation Committee 
Hello DV Parents!  Please consider signing up to be part of our newly formed Desert Vista Staff 
Appreciation Committee!! We have plans to provide a nice luncheon for DV’s entire staff five 
times throughout the year! You can volunteer to help with set up, clean-up, or donation of 
cooked items or baked goods. Monetary donations will also be accepted through our DV 
Thunder Board booster organization. If you are interested in becoming a member of this 
committee, please let us know.  If everyone does a little, the outcome will be truly amazing! 
 
Please send your name, best email, and a note regarding your interest level 
to DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com. Please also let us know the graduation year of your 



 
 

son/daughter(s). Thank you in advance for your willingness to help show appreciation for our 
wondering staff here at DV! 
 
 
BOOKSTORE HOURS 
7:45am: Opens for the Day  
1:30pm – 2:30pm: Closed 
3:45pm: Closes for the Day 

 
 
Upcoming Pesticide Application:  September 26, 2018  
 
 
GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christine Barela, Ed.D.                 
Principal      
       

                   
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 


